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24 April 2020

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s):
COVID 19 Update

South Africa currently has 3953 confirmed cases of COVID 19. There have been 1473 recoveries to date, and 75
deaths. We would like to thank you for playing your part in flattening the curve and we trust you will continue to do
so in the months to come. The government has issued 5 levels of lockdown, currently, we are still experiencing level
5 which is full lockdown. As of the 1 May we will be moving into Level 4, which has similar restrictions but allows for
a bit more movement. We are awaiting the breakdown from the Basic Minister of Education which will happen on
Monday. Then only will we have a clearer view of how this will directly affect the school.
Camps Bay Primary Inclusivity and Diversity Committee.
CBPS COVID- 19 Relief Fund
We would like to appeal to our parents and guardians to consider making any monetary donation towards our relief
fund, as we have some learners challenged with food security. The inclusivity and diversity committee sent out a
letter this week with the assurance of complete accountability and transparency in the form of providing grocery
vouchers to vulnerable learners. Donations can be made via the Karri App.
I would like to thank those that have already donated to this fund. To date a generous amount has been raised, it is
greatly appreciated. May you be blessed.
Device Support
We would like to appeal if there are any parents who are able to donate a device to assist learners in need to
complete their school work online. Please contact: sgb-inc.div@campsbayprimary.co.za.
Data Support
A huge thank you to Brandon Leigh and Tracy Swan from Rain who helped some of the learners and staff with
discounted data. Rain has provided the school with 10 mifis and SIM cards, of unlimited data.
All the acts of kindness from all our parents have managed to create an inclusive environment which is a testament
to the type of family Camps Bay Primary has become.
Social and Emotional Well-being
We would also like to ensure that our families are emotionally supported during this time. The school counselor Mr
Rouberto Pereira is available online if parents would like to make use of this facility. Please email him at
pereira@campsbayprimary.co.za to arrange an online appointment.

· As

One We Grow ·

Building Heroes
Ashley Peters is having Building Heroes sessions via Zoom. If you are interested please contact her at
www.buildingheroescpt.com / Mybuildingheroes@gmail.com.
Remote learning
These last few weeks have been challenging for all of us adapting to “remote learning”. We have received various
feedback from different sources, including parents, learners and staff. It is important that we remind ourselves that
we cannot create a full online classroom environment or a physical experience of being in the classroom.
We thank our parents and students for being very supportive these last two weeks. We have had parents and
students expressing their gratitude for everything the school is doing in engaging with our students academically.
Students have been submitting amazing work and completing assignments of top quality.

*What everyone has been up to*
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We have also had lots of communication expressing some frustrations. This is the reason for the survey being sent
out. The staff is in daily communication and evaluating the process.
1) We are aware of data costs that is why we have chosen a data-friendly site, Google classroom. The teachers
are also aware of the amount of videos and links they are posting.
2) Please be aware that teachers are posting work on WhatsApp as well, as some learners don’t have access to
Google classroom. This is also the reason why the teachers are posting low tech activities and only working
within the Google Suite.
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3) The Grades 1-3 will be moving across to Google classroom once we receive clarity on the reopening of
schools.
4) The teachers are aware that the ‘Meet’ meetings are tricky, as it uses lots of Data. They are recording their
‘Meets’ and these are posted onto Google Classroom/Whatsapp.
5) We are also aware that many parents don’t have printers. Teachers will be posting activities that do not
require printing. But this is at times very difficult in the Foundation Phase.
6) Parents have requested for books and activities to be collected from the school. We are not allowed to do
this, as Level 5 lockdown restricts teachers from going to school.
Submitting and Commenting on work
Parents expressed concerns that there are not enough devices in each home, finding it difficult to balance their own
work along with their kids' schoolwork and some students are finding it very difficult to complete activities and the
workload is too great.
As the school, we recognise the above concerns. We are also aware that each family’s situation is different. Please
work at your child’s pace. All the activities that the teachers are posting are to academically stimulate your child
during this lockdown. If things are too overwhelming and you find it too stressful don’t force your child to complete
the activities. Teachers are posting activities with week-long due dates giving your child time to complete and
submit.
Once the Minister of Education informs us of the Recovery Plan steps, the school will ensure that time lost during
this academic year will be addressed in the best manner by not adding too much stress to our students.
I would also like to appeal to parents to not be critical of teachers and to have unrealistic expectations on them for
when they should be returning and replying to students’ work. Please don’t expect the teachers to respond
immediately, marking and commenting online takes time. Last week alone, teachers answered more than 1400
comments on Class Dojo and 1000 more on Google classroom.
We are aware that parents were unable to see the comments teachers added to Google docs, so we have created a
video for parents to see where they can view these comments, which will be uploaded during the course of the
weekend.
Parents if you have a concern please email the relevant teacher. Many of the issues we had this week were
addressed and discussed at our Grade and Management Meetings. We are aware that “remote learning” is causing
much stress in all homes, not just for the students but for our teachers as well.
I was even questioned this week about “remote learning” while waiting at a roadblock on the M5, on my way to
school. The officers were expressing their concerns to me about how stressful it is helping their kids at home, and
this just noticing from my permit that I am the principal of a school.
As I mentioned in previous communication this is a learning curve for all of us.
Well wishes
Happy Birthday to all that have celebrated a birthday during the lockdown.
Ramadan Kareem
On behalf of Camps Bay Primary, I wish our Muslim learners, staff and families well as they prepare for the holy
month of Ramadaan.
Next week will be a three day week, as Monday 27th April is Freedom Day and Friday 1 May
Worker’s Day. Camps Bay Primary Remote School will be offline for those two days. Enjoy your time
with your family.
Missing you all and lots of virtual hugs sent to you.
Liesel Visagie
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Your teachers miss you all!!
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